
Memo #001-18 

TO: The Parishioners of St. James the Less Church, Ministries, Organizations 

FROM: Fr. Eliseo Napiere, MSP 

SUBJECT: Clarifications on Diocesan Policy for Mass Offerings and its 
implementations thereof in St. James the Less Church - Perris 

————————————— 

The practice of requesting a Mass to be offered for loved ones, living or deceased, is a 
beautiful and wonderful part of our Catholic tradition. In St. James the Less Catholic 
Church, there are many requests for scheduling such Mass intentions. As a way to 
allow as many parishioners and friends as possible to schedule Masses, the following 
policies are put forth to help accomplish this goal. 

The Diocesan Policy on Mass offerings is stated in #7 of Policy Number 700.1.14 which 
is in conformity to the Canon Law # 945 - 958. 

1. The established Mass offering for the Diocese is $10.00 (Policy 700.1.14 #7). If a 
Parishioner wants to offer Mass intention he/she may come to the Office and 
give a name for the Mass to be intended together with the offering of $10.00. 


2. All Masses are available for Mass intentions everyday except Sunday at 11:30 
a.m. and one Mass during the Holidays obligation on a particular hour 
designated by the Pastor. These Masses are intended for the intentions of the 
people (Pro-Populo) (canon 534. Can. 534 §1). 


3. According to the Diocesan Policy Number 700.1.14 #9 and #10 as follows: 


1. # 9 - ”Collective Mass Intentions"- The gathering of the offerings of the 
faithful which are destined for the celebration of Masses according to 
particular intentions, accumulating them into a single offering and 
satisfying them with a single Mass is a violation of justice and is 
forbidden. A Mass offering accepted for a particular  
intention is an obligation personally assumed "ex iustitia" (of justice) by 
the priest. 


2. # 10 - ln cases where parishioners are explicitly informed of and have 
freely consented to the combining of their offerings in a single offering, 
their intentions may be satisfied with a single Mass. This should not occur 
more than twice a week. 

The time and place of the celebration are to be announced adequately. 



Therefore, St. James the Less Church ruled that only Wednesday and Friday are the 
days where we can have a “collective Mass Intentions” during weekdays with a limit of 
five intentions per Mass and on Sunday Masses we only allow 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. only for a collective Mass Intentions but with a limit of 5 intentions for these Mass 
hours. Other Masses on Sunday are designated for 1 (one) intention per Mass only 
except 11:30 am Mass for this hour is reserved for Missa Pro-Populo. 

4. Multiple Mass Intentions offered by one person with an offering of $10 each can 
be satisfied on different dates and not in a single Mass in a particular date. But if 
there are no other offerers on the days where collective Mass Intentions are 
allowed this can be accepted, only if the offerer consented to it. 


5. Multiple Mass Intentions offered by one person with an offering of $10 for all 
intentions can be accepted but only the name of the offerer to be mentioned for 
his/her intentions. Ex. For the special intentions of Mr. Eliseo. The multiple 
intentions of Mr. Eliseo can be satisfied by mentioning the “for the special 
intentions of Mr. Eliseo.” 


6. No Mass intentions request can be entertained through telephone calls or 
requests done before the celebration of the Mass or through other persons. All 
Mass intentions request can only be entertained in the Parish Office for 
recording and the giving of receipts for the amount offered. 


7. All Mass intentions must be recorded and the equivalent amount being offered. 
Both must conform each other in the book of record (the intentions) and the 
accounting record (receipts & ledger) of the amount given in each intention. 
According to Canon 958.1-2, this record will be examined by the Ordinary 
(Bishop) each year. Therefore, the pastor is accountable and is obliged to put 
everything in the book of records. A faithful who offers for his/her intention must 
go to the Parish Office and ask for a receipt of his offering. 


8. Scheduling of Masses for the intentions to be offered must be in a first-come-
first-serve basis. So, we required all parishioners of St. James the Less Church 
to plan accordingly and schedule your intentions ahead of time. 


9. Satisfactions of Mass intentions are not necessarily on the desired date, ex. on 
the date of the Death anniversary, the important thing is the Mass to be offered 
for the eternal repose of his/her soul either it is on his/her death anniversary or 
not, as long as a Mass is offered for his/her soul. Mass is the highest form of 
prayer. All intentions can be satisfied in the celebration of the Mass as long as it 
is being done properly according to the law designed by the Church, i.e. Canon 
Law and the Diocesan Policy. 




10. In order that Mass intentions be posted in the Bulletin, there is a need for the 
offerer to come to the office in advance, 1 month before or least 1 week before 
the printing of the bulletin and in first-come-first serve basis. 


11. All Mass intentions that cannot be satisfied within the fiscal year (July to June) 
will be turned over to the Office of Missions in the Diocese to be shared to the 
priests or missionaries for the satisfactions of the said intentions.  
“This is written... this shall be done!” 


Prepared and ratified by the Pastor in consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council and 
with the consent of Fr. Jose Antonio Orozco (Parochial Vicar) and Fr. Richard Humphrey 
(Resident priest). 

FR. ELISEO M. NAPIERE, MSP 


PASTOR 


