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Diocese of San Bernardino 
 

  
 

Office of the Bishop 
 
 

DECREE 
 
 
I, Gerald R. Barnes, Bishop of the Diocese of San Bernardino, write to you, the Pastors, 
Administrators and Pastoral Coordinators of the Diocese of San Bernardino, on this special 
Memorial honoring Our Blessed Mother, to give thanks to Our Lord for his protection over 
you and your important ministries during these difficult weeks and months. The Eucharist 
and our Sacraments are the lifeblood of our faith community. With the Lord’s grace and 
blessings, I am happy to communicate that we will soon be reopening our parishes for the 
spiritual and sacramental needs of our people beginning Saturday, June 13th, 2020 at 8:00 
AM. It is imperative that we abide by the following directives for the protection and safety 
of all the faithful of the Diocese. 
 
These Directives are as follows: 
 

1) Directives for resuming public Masses; 
2) Directives on the Mass; 
3) Directives on the Funeral Mass; 
4) Directives on Weddings; 
5) Directives on Reconciliation (Confession) 
6) Directives on keeping the Church open for private devotion; 
7) Directives on the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
As your Diocesan Bishop, I am issuing these Directives under the norms of the Code of 
Canon Law to have the force of law here in the Diocese of San Bernardino. Therefore, these 
are not suggestions or recommendations. As Good Shepherds for your people, please study 
and follow these Directives for the spiritual and ecclesial unity in our Diocese (cf., John 
17:21), and most especially for the safety of our people.  These Directives are contained in 
the attached document entitled, “Church Re-Opening: Guiding Principles and Operational 
Guidelines.” 
 
Please note that you must not begin any of the religious practices enumerated above PRIOR 
to June 13th. However, I do realize that some of you may need additional time to begin your  
 



 
 
 
overall parish life, and I respect your decision to delay the reopening of your parish until 
such time as you can comply with all the directives. Since further liturgical review is needed  
regarding the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Anointing of the Sick, I will issue 
those directives at a later date.  
 
As we prepare to reopen for the public celebration of the Sacraments, please know that you 
and all the people of our Diocese are in my prayers for good health and strength. I thank you 
for being Good Shepherds and faithful leaders of your parish families in such a difficult 
time. I have witnessed in so many ways your courage and dedication.  
 
Let us continue to keep one another in fraternal prayer under the watchful care and blessing 
of Our Lord Jesus and Our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 
¡Siempre Adelante! Always Forward! 
 
Given the first day of June, in the year of Our Lord, two thousand and twenty on the 
Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church in the Diocese of San 
Bernardino. 
 
 
 
 
Most Reverend Gerald R. Barnes 
Bishop of the Diocese of San Bernardino 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Msgr. Gerard Lopez 
Chancellor 
 
GRB/elp 
 



Diocese of San Bernardino 
 

  
 

Office of the Bishop 
 
 

DECRETO 
 
 
Yo, Gerald R. Barnes, obispo de la Diócesis de San Bernardino, dirijo estas letras a ustedes, 
los párrocos, administradores y coordinadores pastorales de la Diócesis de San Bernardino, 
en este memorial especial en honor a Nuestra Madre Santísima, para dar gracias a Nuestro 
Señor por protegerlos a ustedes y a sus importantes ministerios en estas semanas y meses de 
gran dificultad. La Eucaristía y nuestros sacramentos son el alma de nuestra comunidad de 
fe. Con la gracia y las bendiciones del Señor, tengo el placer de comunicarles que pronto 
reabriremos nuestras parroquias para servir las necesidades espirituales y sacramentales de 
nuestro pueblo a partir del sábado 13 de junio de 2020 a las 8:00 a.m. Es imperativo que 
cumplamos con las siguientes pautas para la protección y seguridad de todos los fieles de la 
diócesis. 
 
Las pautas son las siguientes: 
 

1) Pautas para reanudar las Misas con participación del pueblo; 
2) Pautas para la Misa; 
3) Pautas para la Misa exequial; 
4) Pautas para la celebración de bodas; 
5) Pautas para la reconciliación (confesión); 
6) Pautas para mantener abierta la iglesia para la devoción privada; 
7) Pautas para la exposición del Santísimo Sacramento. 

 
En uso de mi jurisdicción ordinaria, vengo en disponer y dispongo las presentes pautas 
conforme a las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico para que tengan vigor y carácter de 
ley aquí en la Diócesis de San Bernardino. Por lo tanto, estas no son sugerencias o 
recomendaciones. Como buenos pastores de sus respectivos rebaños, estudien y acaten estas 
pautas a favor de la unidad espiritual y eclesial en nuestra diócesis (cf. Juan 17:21), y 
especialmente para la seguridad de nuestra gente.  Estas Pautas se encuentran en el 
documento adjunto titulado, “Reapertura de la Iglesia: Principios a Seguir y Pautas de 
Operación.” 
 
 



 
 
 
Tengan en cuenta que no deben comenzar ninguna de las prácticas religiosas enumeradas 
anteriormente ANTES del 13 de junio. Sin embargo, estoy consciente de que algunos de 
ustedes podrían necesitar tiempo adicional para reiniciar su vida parroquial en general, y 
respeto su decisión de demorar la reapertura de su parroquia hasta el momento en que 
puedan cumplir con todas las pautas. Puesto que es necesario un análisis litúrgico adicional 
con respecto a los sacramentos del bautismo, la confirmación y unción de los enfermos, 
promulgaré esas pautas en una fecha posterior.  
 
Al prepararnos para reabrir la celebración pública de los sacramentos, sepan que en mis 
oraciones pido salud y fortaleza para ustedes y para todo el pueblo que peregrina en nuestra 
diócesis. Les doy las gracias por ser buenos pastores y líderes fieles de sus familias 
parroquiales en un momento tan difícil. De muchas maneras he sido testigo de su valor y 
entrega. 
 
Continuemos ofreciendo mutuamente nuestras oraciones fraternas bajo el amparo amoroso y 
la bendición de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo y Nuestra Madre Santísima, Santa María de 
Guadalupe.  
 
¡Siempre Adelante! Always Forward! 
 
Dado este primer día de junio, en el año de Nuestro Señor, dos mil veinte, en la Diócesis de 
San Bernardino el memorial de la Bienaventurada Virgen María, Madre de la Iglesia. 
 
 
 
 
Monseñor Reverendísimo Gerald R. Barnes, DD 
Obispo de la Diócesis de San Bernardino 
 
 
 
 
Rvdmo. Mons. Gerard M. López, STL, VG 
Canciller 
 
GRB/elp 



 
 

CHURCH RE-OPENING:  
GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES  

 
 

(Phase II: Stage 1 - Effective June 13, 2020) 
 
 

General Pastoral Responsibilities 
 

1. Communicate and share your parish church reopening schedules with parishioners, 
volunteers and employees.  
 

2. Be mindful of community members who may be elderly, homebound, including those who are 
medically vulnerable; reassure them that the parish is available to assist them as needed.  

 
3. Utilize ministry groups to outreach to these community members, encouraging them to receive 

sacraments and to visit Church, as permitted under these guidelines. 
 

4. Remind parishioners to contact family members, who may live alone or who are most 
vulnerable to this COVID 19 pandemic. 

 
5. Be mindful of the needs within the larger, church community that some of your parishioners 

could fulfill, such as food banks; clothing; medicines; transportation to and from essential 
services such as doctors, dentists, counselors etc. 

 
6. Promote virtual ministry groups. 

 
7. Remind parishioners and staff to practice self-care; be aware of your own spiritual needs and 

physical limitations, as you minister to others. 
 

8. Do not celebrate public masses or administer sacraments during this first phase reopening, if 
you have respiratory illnesses, doctor- advised immune deficiency etc.  

 
9. Ensure that deacons, sacristans, ushers, lectors, cantors and other ministers, who might 

assist, do not serve at public masses or administer sacraments during this first phase 
reopening, if they have respiratory illnesses, doctor-advised immune deficiency etc. 

 
10. Continue to advise parishioners that those with compromising health conditions, including 

those 65 and older, should remain at home during this first phase reopening; encourage them 
to take part in the parish’s live stream Masses.  

 
11. Maintain adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors including, but not limited to 

soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for those who can safely use hand 
sanitizer), disposable paper products, tissues, no-touch trash cans etc. 

 
12. Post signs in foyer, within restrooms and at appropriate locations within church/parish hall 

demonstrating proper personal hygiene and prevention, such as cover for coughs and 
sneezes, hand washing protocols etc. 

 

Mass, Funeral, Wedding, Reconciliation, Private Devotion, 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
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13. Encourage use of face masks among staff and congregants. Note: Face masks should not be 
placed on children two years of age or younger. 
 

14. Offer staggered Masses, one in the church and one in the parish hall, beginning at different 
times: for example, the Church Mass could begin at 10:00 am and the Parish Hall Mass could 
begin at 10:45 am, so that the sanitizing team has sufficient time between services, and the 
parish site does not generate undue traffic confusion.  
 

15. Offer additional weekday Masses as necessary, given the fact that under the present 
directives, not all parishioners will be able to attend the Saturday vigil or Sunday liturgies.  
 

16. Accommodate First Communion candidates by scheduling two weekday Masses for the 
children, who are prepared and awaiting to receive their First Communion.  
 

17. Continue to offer live stream Masses, especially on Sunday, as an effective way to reach 
many parishioners. 
 

18. Review these Guiding Principles and Operating Guidelines thoroughly; share them with 
deacons, deacons, sacristans, ushers, lectors, cantors, other ministers, and parish 
staff/volunteers who will assist in implementing them. 
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Mass (Celebration of the Eucharist) 
Physical Spaces 
 Indoor 

1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons 
maximum, whichever is less. 

2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those 
that reside in the same household. 

3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years 
of age and younger.  

4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is 
maintained at all times; prevent crowding of congregants between services.  

5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors, 
or hallways etc. 

6. Mark pews or chairs to maintain a six (6) ft. physical distance within the pew between 
seating areas or between chairs.  

7. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing. 
8. Allocate sufficient time between services for cleaning and disinfecting all used surfaces 

including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles. 
9. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church, parish 

hall, or any building used for services after each use, including restrooms.   
10. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements. 
11. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors 

are unlocked.  
12. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as 

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.; no fans allowed at this time. 
13. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding 

congregants of social distancing requirements. 
14. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal 

hygiene practices.      
 

    Outdoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed 100 persons maximum. 
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those 

that reside in the same household. 
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those under 

two years of age and younger. 
4. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize chairs, tables, or 

other surfaces after each service.  
5. Allocate sufficient time between services for cleaning and disinfecting.  
6. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings wherever possible by 

utilizing standing signage posts, tripods, or other stationary devices.  
7. Configure parking spaces to ensure six (6) ft. separation by closing or marking every 

other space. 
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Pastoral Implementations 
1. Refrain from using incense throughout the service.  
2. Celebrant shall wear mask when distributing communion, but not while presiding at Mass.  
3. Deacon shall wear masks when distributing communion, but not while at the altar. 
4. Advise attendees to wear face masks at all times except when in line for communion; 

masks may be removed prior to receiving the consecrated host in the hand. 
5. Direct those receiving communion to step aside once they receive the consecrated host; 

consume the host; and then replace the mask.  
6. Request attendees to use personal hand sanitizer before receiving communion.  
7. Ensure face masks are available for attendees, should they be needed. 
8. Maintain the six (6) ft. physical separation between the celebrant and other ministers in the 

sanctuary, as much as possible. 
9. Refrain from using common vestments; direct priests and deacons to provide their own.  
10. Permit instrumental music as congregants arrive, during communion, and the recessional.  

11. Permit a single cantor during service who must maintain twelve (12) ft. distance from 
others. 

12. Allow musical instruments, except woodwind or brass, which generate air particles. 
13. Permit the lighting of candles at the votive stand. 
14. Allow flowers to be placed at, not on the altar. 
15. Avoid all physical contact during Mass; no handshake; no embracing; no kissing or 

blessings that touch any part of the body.  
16. Ensure that ushers oversee management of the services, including but limited to the 

exiting of attendees, in accordance with social distancing requirements; directing 
attendees to pews as they arrive; guiding communicants as they await Holy Communion.  

17. Remove all pamphlets, books, newspapers, brochures, hymnals, missalettes, prayer 
books, CD’s from the church vestibule and hall; distribute church bulletins to attendees as 
they exit the church.  

18. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at 
this time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be 
touched to ensure safety of others. 

19. Open the rite of the Mass, with the Collect, at the altar with the Missal placed on the altar 
itself; these rites may also be said at the presidential chair with a stand placed there to 
support the Missal; the prayer after communion and final blessing may also be positioned 
in this way; in no case, should an altar server hold the Missal for these parts of the Mass. 

20. Designate one lector for both the Readings and Psalm Refrain, to avoid different lectors 
having to adjust the microphone. 

21. Place sanitizing wipes near the microphone for use as necessary.  
22. Keep Homilies as short as possible. 
23. Allow no dismissal of RCIA candidates nor Liturgy of the Word for children; no children 

should be invited to the altar at this time. 
24. Do not pass collection baskets, prayer cards, or any other worship material during Mass; 

receptacles for offerings may be placed at church entry.  
25. Omit Offertory processions at all Masses. 
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26. Place the host to be consumed by the celebrant in the center of the altar. 
27. Place host consecrated for the deacon and the congregation on a separate corporal at the 

far side of the altar; if possible, have hosts for the congregation consecrated in their 
separate ciborium or plates to minimize handling of the hosts. 

28. Perform the Lavabo at the credence table or at the side of the altar; do not involve the 
server with the Lavabo at this time.  

29. Omit the invitation: "Let us share the sign of peace". 
30. The deacon may elevate the chalice at the Doxology. 
31. Allow only the celebrant to receive from the chalice; a separate chalice must be used for a 

concelebrating priest. 
32. Having received the body and blood of Christ, the celebrant should raise a host to the 

congregation and say: "The body of Christ"; congregation will respond "Amen". This will 
replace what the communion distributor would normally say to each communicant.  

33. Ensure that the EMHC (Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion), priests, and deacons 
do not have any compromising health conditions; EMHCs, priests and deacons age 65 
and over, should refrain from distributing communion, if possible. 

34. EMHCs must sanitize their hands before distributing communion and immediately 
thereafter; masks must be worn during the distribution. 

35. EMHCs need not say: "The body of Christ" when distributing the hosts; individuals who 
come forward for a blessing must not be touched; however, the EMHC may raise their 
hand toward them as part of the blessing. 

36. Ensure single lines, at all times, during communion, avoiding the need for two EMHCs to 
be positioned together.  

37. Distribute only the host during communion; no reception from the chalice will be permitted 
at this time. 

38. Distribute communion only in the hand of the communicant; communion will not be 
distributed on the tongue at this time. Per canon law, the Bishop retains permission to 
determine the method by which communion will be distributed, during the time of a 
worldwide health emergency or pandemic.  

39. Refrain from meeting and greeting parishioners after Mass, in order to avoid creating large 
groups or gatherings. 

40. Discourage any community fellowship after services, including any hospitality, in order to 
avoid group gatherings. 

41. Direct ushers to dismiss rows one-by-one at the end of the liturgy; attendees should be 
informed during announcements that at the present time, there will not be an opportunity 
to remain in the church, after Mass, to offer private prayer or devotions.   

42. Assign an “on-site” monitor/coordinator to ensure that these sacramental guidelines are 
followed, and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.  
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Funeral 
Physical Spaces 

Indoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons

maximum, whichever is less.
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those

that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years

of age and younger.
4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is

maintained at all times; prevent crowding of congregants between services.
5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors,

or hallways etc.
6. Allocate sufficient time after service for cleaning and disinfecting all used surfaces

including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles.
7. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church,

restrooms, and foyer after the service.
8. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements.
9. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors

are unlocked.
10. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.
11. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding

attendees of social distancing requirements.
12. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal

hygiene practices.

Outdoor 
No outdoor funeral services are permitted. 

Pastoral Implementations 
1. Follow the ritual for funerals as performed under normal circumstances.
2. Permit a single cantor during service, who must maintain twelve (12) ft. distance from

others.
3. Allow musical instruments, except woodwind or brass, which generate air particles.
4. Avoid the distribution of worship aids, remembrance cards, and memory book signing.
5. Refrain from using incense throughout the service; the sprinkling rite may be used to

receive the deceased into the church and at the final commendation.
6. Permit one speaker for eulogy or personal words, after the post-communion prayer in

order to avoid prolonging the funeral service beyond that which is safe.
7. Allow flowers to be placed at, not on the altar; flowers may be removed by family/mortuary

and transferred to the gravesite.
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8. Allow the lighting of candles at the votive stand, if requested by deceased’s family.
9. Ensure church is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors are unlocked.
10. Mark pews to maintain a six (6) ft. physical distance between seating.
11. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing.
12. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at

this time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be
touched to ensure safety of others.

13. Assign an “on-site” monitor/coordinator to ensure that these sacramental guidelines are
followed, and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.
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Wedding 
Physical Spaces 

Indoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons

maximum, whichever is less.
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, with the

exception of the bride and groom and those that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years

of age and younger and the bride and groom.
4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is

maintained at all times, in order to prevent crowding of congregants and guests.
5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors,

or hallways etc.
6. Allocate sufficient time between after the ceremony for cleaning and disinfecting all

used surfaces including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles.
7. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church,

including restrooms, bride’s room, etc.
8. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements.
9. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors

are unlocked.
10. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.
11. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding

congregants of social distancing requirements.
12. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal

hygiene practices.

Outdoor 
No outdoor weddings are permitted. 

Pastoral Implementations 

1. The sacrament of marriage may occur outside of the celebration of the Mass itself.
2. Avoid distributing liturgical worship aids, personal wedding programs or announcements.
3. Allow wedding flowers to be placed at, not on altar and for the bridal party.
4. Permit flowers to be offered to Our Lady or at another statue/image by the bride and/or groom,

if requested.
5. Permit wedding processions, ensuring that physical distancing requirements are maintained.
6. Allow groomsmen to walk separately, followed by bridesmaids; as an alternative, the bridal

party may elect to be seated rather than process.
7. Allow the bride and/or groom to process in with his/her parents, if requested.
8. Ensure that the two witnesses remain in their respective pews/chairs during the entire liturgy.
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9. Permit a single cantor during service who must maintain twelve (12) ft. distance from others.
10. Allow musical instruments, except woodwind or brass, which generate air particles.
11. Direct the priest or deacon, receiving the vows, to maintain the six (6) ft. physical distance

from the bride and groom, at all times, including during the nuptial blessing.
12. Place the rings and arras/coins on a plate on a small table or stand near the altar. At the

appropriate time bless the rings and the arras/coins at the table. Present them to the groom
and bride at the proper time. The couple will exchange rings. The arras/coins are returned to
the plate and the plate back on the table.

13. Placement of the lasso or veil is not to be included in the ceremony.
14. Omit the sign of peace except for the bride and groom.
15. Distribute communion in accordance with the pastoral directives for regular Masses.
16. Ensure that ushers oversee exiting of attendees and guests, in accordance with social

distancing requirements.
17. Permit wedding photos at the end of the celebration; avoid gatherings of more than ten (10) in

photo for more than ten (10) minutes.
18. Ensure that the photographer or videographer maintains proper social distancing, at all times,

from attendees in the church.
19. Direct the photographer/videographer to wear a face mask.
20. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors are

unlocked, arriving in ample time prior to ceremony to ensure crowd management.
21. Mark pews to maintain a six (6) ft. physical distance within the pew, between seats.
22. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing.
23. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at this

time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be touched to
ensure safety of others.

24. Assign an “on-site” monitor/coordinator to ensure that these sacramental guidelines are
followed, and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.
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Reconciliation 
Physical Spaces 

Indoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons

maximum, whichever is less.
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those

that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years

of age and younger.
4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is

maintained at all times, in order to prevent crowding of penitents.
5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors,

or hallways etc.
6. Allocate sufficient time after confessions for cleaning and disinfecting all used surfaces

including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles.
7. Request the penitent to sanitize their area at the end of confession; provide the

necessary sanitizing supplies to ensure penitent accomplishes this.
8. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church, parish

hall, or any building used for confessions, after each use including restrooms.
9. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements.
10. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors

are unlocked.
11. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.
12. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding penitents

of social distancing requirements.
13. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal

hygiene practices.

Outdoor 
1. Ensure penitents do not exceed 100 persons maximum.
2. Maintain social distancing between all penitents of six (6) ft. minimum, except those

that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, with the exception of those two years of age and

younger.
4. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize chairs, tables, or

other surfaces that may be used while awaiting confession.
5. Allocate sufficient time after close of confessions for cleaning and disinfecting.
6. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings wherever possible by

utilizing standing signage posts, tripods, or other stationary devices.
7. Configure parking spaces to ensure six (6) ft. separation by closing or marking every

other space.
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Pastoral Implementations 
1. Determine the optimum location within the church/parish hall or a designated location

outdoors for the sacrament to ministered, ensuring that the selected location is well ventilated.

2. Install and impermeable physical barrier between the penitent and confessor if desired.

3. Permit the penitent to return to church to pray under private prayer directives, if confessions
are held outdoors.

4. Remind penitents to refrain from any physical touching such as handshakes, embraces,
kissing, etc. between them and their confessor.

5. Determine the hours and location for confession; schedule appointments if preferred.

6. Maintain at least ten (10) ft. separation between penitents, to ensure privacy.

7. Ensure confession does not exceed ten (10) minutes, affording sufficient time for sanitizing
between penitents.

8. Mark pews to maintain a six (6) foot physical distance between seating.
9. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing.
10. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at this

time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be touched to
ensure safety of others.

11. Close or isolate the votive stand to prevent use; no personal/private candles permitted at this
time.

12. Assign an “on-site” monitor/coordinator to ensure that these sacramental guidelines are
followed, and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.
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Private Devotion 
Physical Spaces 

Indoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons

maximum, whichever is less.
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those

that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years

of age and younger.
4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is

maintained at all times; prevent crowding of congregants between services.
5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors,

or hallways etc.
6. Allocate sufficient time between after close of devotions for cleaning and disinfecting

all used surfaces, including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles.
7. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church after

close of devotions, including restrooms.
8. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements.
9. Ensure church is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors are

unlocked.
10. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.; no fans allowed at this time.
11. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding

attendees of social distancing requirements.
12. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal

hygiene practices.
Pastoral Implementations 

1. Post the days and times the church will be open for private prayer and devotion; gathering for
group prayer or group recitation is not permitted at this time.

2. Post signage limiting prayer time to 20 minutes, if demand dictates.
3. Ensure the church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors are

unlocked.
4. Direct individuals to designated pews that have been marked for personal prayer.
5. Mark pews to maintain a six (6) ft. physical distance between seating.
6. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing.
7. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at this

time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be touched.
8. Close or isolate the votive stand to prevent use; no personal/private candles permitted at this

time.
9. Post sign/instructions in advance, indicating no flowers allowed at this time; a donation box for

a parish flower fund may be placed in the foyer for this purpose.
10. Assign an ‘on-site’ monitor/coordinator to ensure that these visitation guidelines are followed,

and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.
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Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Physical Spaces 

Indoor 
1. Ensure attendees do not exceed more than 25% of any room capacity or 100 persons

maximum, whichever is less.
2. Maintain social distancing between all attendees of six (6) ft. minimum, except those

that reside in the same household.
3. Require face masks at all times, by all attendees, with the exception of those two years

of age and younger.
4. Mark entrance and exits to the building clearly, to ensure that six (6) ft. separation is

maintained at all times; prevent crowding of congregants between services.
5. Mark the flow of traffic by taping or posting six (6) ft. spacings on floors, walls, doors,

or hallways etc.
6. Allocate sufficient time between after close of exposition for cleaning and disinfecting

all used surfaces including but not limited to pews, doors, and door handles.
7. Ensure that sanitizing teams are in place and scheduled to sanitize the church, parish

hall, or any building used for exposition after each use, including restrooms.
8. Close all drinking water fountains, baptismal font, and any decorative water elements.
9. Ensure church/parish hall is attended by staff or volunteers, at all times, when doors

are unlocked.
10. Ensure ventilation systems operate properly; increase circulation of outdoor air as

much as possible by opening windows, doors, etc.
11. Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., entrances, exits, foyers) reminding

attendees of social distancing requirements.
12. Post signs in all restrooms that describe proper handwashing, sanitizing, and personal

hygiene practices.

Pastoral Implementations 
1. Post the days and times the church may be open for private prayer and devotion.
2. Gathering for group prayer or group recitation are not permitted at this time.
3. A priest or deacon must preside when Benediction is part of the Exposition.
4. Incense is not permitted at this time.
5. Post signage limiting prayer time to 20 minutes, if demand dictates.
6. Mark pews to maintain a six (6) ft. physical distance between seating.
7. Utilize every other pew, if more feasible for spacing of guests, cleaning, and sanitizing.
8. Request attendees to refrain from touching/kissing religious images within the church at this

time; place a sign in front of religious images, noting that the image is not to be touched to
ensure safety of others.

9. Close or isolate the votive stand to prevent use; no personal/private candles permitted at this
time.

10. Assign an “on-site” monitor/coordinator to ensure that these sacramental guidelines are
followed, and to ensure directives for Physical Spaces are carefully monitored.
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Verification and Self-Certification Form 
(Effective June 13, 2020) 

Parish Instructions:  Please complete the following information; transmit an executed copy to your 
Episcopal Vicar via pdf format, as confirmation of your receipt of these Guiding Principles and 
Operational Guidelines for reopening churches during Phase II, Stage 1. 
Very Rev. Romeo Seleccion,MS, EV rseleccion@sbdiocese.org 
Very Rev. Rafael Partida, EV rpartida@sbdiocese.org 

I, ___________________________________________Pastor/Administrator/Pastoral Coordinator for 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
(INSERT NAME AND ADDRESS OF PARISH) 

hereby attest that the aforementioned, Guiding Principles and Operating Guidelines are the 
foundation of our church re-opening plan and have been implemented in compliance with State and 
County parameters.  

The anticipated reopening date of the church is: __________/________/__________  
 Month           Day          Year 

_______________________________________    _________________________________ 
Signature Date 

Episcopal Vicar Instructions: Please verify receipt of this form by signature and date below. 
Forward executed copy via pdf to Vicar General at glopez@sbdiocese.org and to the Director of 
Emergency Operations Collaborative (EOC) at agallant@sbdiocese.org. Retain copy for follow up 
with pastors within your Vicariates. 

_______________________________________    _________________________________ 
Signature Date 
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Formulario de Verificación y Autocertificación 
(A partir del 13 de junio de 2020) 

 
 

Instrucciones para la Parroquia:  Por favor complete la siguiente información; transmita una copia 
ejecutada a su Vicario Episcopal en formato pdf, del acuso de recibo de los Principios a Seguir y 
Pautas de Operación para la reapertura de las iglesias durante la Fase II, Etapa 1. 
Very Rev. Romeo Seleccion,MS, EV rseleccion@sbdiocese.org 
Very Rev. Rafael Partida, EV rpartida@sbdiocese.org 
 

 

Yo, ___________________________________________Párroco/Administrador/Coordinador 
Pastoral de 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

(EL NOMBRE Y LA DIRECCIÓN DE LA PARROQUIA) 

 
por medio de la presente atestiguo que los mencionados Principios a Seguir y Pautas de Operación 
son la base de nuestro plan de reapertura de la iglesia y se han implementado en conformidad con 
los parámetros estatales y del condado.  
 
La fecha de reapertura prevista de la iglesia es: __________/________/__________                                                                               
                                                                                 Mes             Día            Año 

 
 
_______________________________________                _________________________________ 
Firma        Fecha 
 
 
Instrucciones para el Vicario Episcopal:  
Por favor verifique la recepción de este formulario por medio de su firma y fecha a continuación. 
envíe la copia ejecutada en formato pdf al Vicario General a glopez@sbdiocese.org y a la directora 
de la Oficina de Operaciones Colaborativas de Emergencia (EOC) a agallant@sbdiocese.org.  
Conserve la copia para darle seguimiento con los párrocos dentro de sus Vicariatos. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________                _________________________________ 
Firma        Fecha 
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